MEN OF POWER

selves and re-establish an atmosphere of peace in spite
of all provocations by the government. He then under-
went a five-day fast to cleanse himself that he might
become "a better instrument. ... I am in the unhappy
position of a surgeon proved skilless to deal with an
admittedly dangerous case. ... I would suffer every
humiliation, every torture, absolute ostracism, and
death itself to prevent the movement from becoming
violent or a precursor to violence." Six months after
he had thus called off the program the government
arrested him on the charge that he had written three
seditious articles.

His Great Trial His trial on March 18, 1922, has
taken its place among the greatest dramatic scenes of
all history. All the conflict between matter and the
spirit, between institution and prophet, between force
of arms and force of soul that characterized the trial
of Christ before Pilate, or Joan of Arc before the
Catholic Church, came again to a climax in the trial
of Gandhi before the British court. But the British
judge was no Pilate or Inquisitor. He was a gentle-
man who represented the best in English tradition. His
task must have been disagreeable; for he had to uphold
the law of a ruling nation against the prophet of a
subject people.

The courtroom was packed, of course, and all the
world was listening in through a corps of able reporters.
When Gandhi entered, smiling, the whole assemblage,
including judge and clerks, rose in honor to him. At
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